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Disposal of Surplus Land adj 77 Spring Vale, Middleton

Executive Summary

1. The purpose of this report is to obtain Township’s approval for the release of 
the land adjacent 77 Spring Vale, Middleton for disposal as set out in the 
attached plan at Appendix 1. 

Recommendation

2.1

2.2

2.3

That the land is declared surplus to the Council’s requirements and is released 
for disposal. 

That the Acting Director of Resources, be requested to carry out the legal work 
in connection with the disposal 

That the purchaser pays the Council’s legal and surveyor’s costs. 

Reason for Recommendation

3.1

3.2

3.3

The site is approximately 0.006 hectares (0.02 acres) in size and is defined in 
the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) as ‘Defined Urban Area.’

The site comprises a vacant parcel of land adjacent to 77 Spring Vale. The 
site is well vegetated with some larger trees to the rear of the plot. The Tree & 
Woodland Development Officer has advised that none of the specimens are 
worthy of protection. The site is surrounded by open space to the north, 
housing to the south and east and an electricity substation to the west. 

Initial talks with Planners have highlighted that the residential development of 
this site would be supported. 

Key Points for Consideration

4.1    It is government policy that local authorities should dispose of surplus land 
where possible. Local authorities are given powers under s123 of the Local 



4.2

Government Act 1972 to dispose of land held by them in any manner they 
wish, including: sale of freehold; grant of lease; and assignment of any 
unexpired term of a lease. The only constraint is that, except with the consent 
of the Secretary of State, the disposal must be for the best consideration 
reasonably obtainable. 

Alternatives Considered

Retain this site in its current use. Retention of this site will not secure a capital 
receipt or a beneficial development. The Council’s financial liabilities will not 
be reduced as it would have to continue to maintain the land in reasonable 
order. 

Costs and Budget Summary

5. The implementation of the recommendations within this report will result in a) a 
reduction in future management costs and b) a capital receipt for the Council. 

Risk and Policy Implications

The disposal will meet the objectives of the Council’s Asset Strategy by 
reducing the number of Council owned assets and financial liabilities. 

That following receipt of any instructions from the Director of Property, 
Estates & Asset Management, the Acting Director of Resources, Legal 
Services be authorised to advise appropriate Council Services, to prepare 
the appropriate legal documentation and execute such documents on behalf 
of the Council. 

There are no personnel implications 

There are no risk assessment implications arising from this report. 

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

Consultation

7. Consultation has been undertaken with Highways, Legal Services and 
Housing & Development and none have any issues with the release of this 
land for disposal. 

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. None 

For Further Information Contact: Mohammed Nadeem, Tel: 01706 
924170, 
mohammed.nadeem@rochdale.gov.uk


